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modifications and by Aircraft Industries 
Assn, on the need for design flexiblity 
and close liaison between the aircraft 
and simulator manufacturers. 

National Security Industrial Assn., 
through its flight simulator committee, 
offered data on timing, procurement, 
target dates and the general state of the 
lart. 

Military speakers at the meeting in- 


ihl/ss f 

Britain Acts to Speed 
Aircraft Production 


eluded Maj. Gen. N. B. Harbold, di 
rector of USAF personnel procurement 
and training in the Office of the Deputy 
Chief of Staff for Personnel, and Brig. 
Gen. B. S. Kelsey, acting director of 
research and development in the Office 
of the Deputy Chief of Staff for De¬ 
velopment. Col. A. J. Perna, chief of 
USAF's Special Training Devices Di¬ 
vision, was chairman. 


A special British ministry, organized 
to give continuity to the prolonged 
process of development and production 
of aircraft, is being considered by Prime 
Minister Churchill. 

Churchill's views became known in 
the course of a House of Commons dis- 
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Planes of 7th Fleet, equipped with tactical A-bombs, 
will back up^fight-if-we-must’ doctrine off Formosa. 
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u 1 ; U.S. airpower assumed new import- 
i ance in the Far East last week as Presi¬ 
dent Eisenhower laid down his fight- 
if-we-must doctrine in the face of Red 
| China’s threat to invade the Nationalist 
bastion of Formosa.. ; 

Tlie President by implication warned 
* the Chinese Communists that they will 
have to attack the U.S. 7th Fleet if 
they attack Formosa, and the fleet will 
respond by sending its airpower to at¬ 
tack Chinese targets. The 7th Fleet is 
equipped with tactical atomic bombs 
and will use these on worthwhile mili- 
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:tary targets. 

; ► Tidying-up Operation—Sources close 
) to the White House called the policy 
a tidying-up operation. Included are 
steps to withdraw Chiang Kai-shek’s 
Nationalist forces to Formosa and the 
Pescadores, not only from the Tachens 
but later from the other coastal islands 


-including Quemoy and Matsu, located the picture. 


Pride was reported to have three cruisers 
and 40 destroyers in his fleet. One of 
these is his flagship, the cruiser U.S.S. 
Helena. 

► Backing by Congress—Congressional 
support for the President was prompt 
and virtually unanimous. 

Within hours after the request was 
made, the House Foreign Affairs Com¬ 
mittee unanimously approved a reso¬ 
lution authorizing the President to 
employ military forces to secure and 
protect the Formosa area. 

Shortly thereafter the House itself 
demonstrated its approval of the action 
by an overwhelming 409-3 vote. 

Tliere was some politicking: Demo¬ 
crats maintained that, as in the case of 
Korea, the President could act without 
congressional legislation. Republicans, 
on the other hand, applauded President 
Eisenhower for bringing Congress into 


just off the China mainland. 

Eventually, it is hoped, all fighting in 
the area will end.' : 

The President and Secretary of State' 
John Foster Dulles, who took the lead 
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► FEAF Alert—The Far East Air Forces, 
commanded from Tokyo by Gen. Earle 
E. Partridge, is certain to see action if 
shooting starts. 

The Far East Air Forces (FEAF) con- 


in drafting this plan, base their policy . 14 wings: . 

od the conviction that the U.S. is in- • Tw0 bomber (B-26) wings in 


finitely stronger today than ever before, 
especially in terms of airpower. This 
strength, they believe, enables the U. S.; 
.to force the issue -and bring the For¬ 
mosa question to an end once and for 
all. ’ ' / .. y - 

►Support from Conquest—Almost as 
ithe President acted, three carriers—the 
Kearsarge, Essex and Yorktown—were 
‘dispatched from Manila to reinforce 
jVice'Adm. Alfred M. Pride’s 7th Fleet 
.jin the Formosa area. They joined the 
^carrier Wasp, already on duty. The 
Midway also was ordered to the scene, 
presumably to relieve the Wasp. The 
carrier Princeton is attached to the 7th 
Fleet but is located outside the Formosa 
area. 

•• All of the aircraft carriers are 
^Quipped with straightwing Grumman 
F9F-S and McDonnell F2H jet fighters 

Vo - 


Japan.. 

• Four' fighter-bomber (F-84, F-86F) 
wings. Two are in Japan, one each in 
Korea and the Philippines. 

• Three - fighter-interceptor wings 

(F-86D, F-86F). Two are in Japan and 
one in Okinawa. — ' ^ 

• One tactical reconnaissance wing in 
Japan. It is equipped with F-84s, 
F-80s, F-86s and B-26s. 

• Three troop carrier wings, plus one 
extra group, also in Japan. -Equipment 
consists of C-46, C-119 and C-124 
transports. 

• One Strategic Air Command rota¬ 
tion wing of B-36 bombers is on duty 
in Guam. 

Subservient to FEAF are the 13th 
AF in the Philippines, the 7th AF and 
Pacific Air Force in Hawaii. The latter, 
a new organization activated last sum- 


cussion on aircraft production. 

► ‘Appalling Delay’-Laborite Wood- 
row Wyatt proposed that the system 
now governing production should be 
overhauled completely in view of 
the “appalling delay” in deliveries. 
Churchill replied that the increased 

t complexity of modem aircraft, coupled 
with the rapidity of new developments, 
was such that the process of construc¬ 
tion . exceeded the “life” of an in¬ 
dividual Minister of Supply as much as 
three times. 

“It certainly raises in my mind,” 
Churchill said, “the broad general ques¬ 
tion of whether a special ministry 
should not be recreated to deal with the 
prolonged process of production.” 

Churchill rejected a Labor suggestion 
for a committee of inquiry to investi¬ 
gate production difficulties. 

► Pre-production Plan-The Prime Min¬ 
ister said he thought production delays 
because of accidents, too few prototypes 
and unfortunate events would not result 
in a disadvantage to Britain. He be¬ 
lieved they would be settled “before 

- the period of comparative safety, in 
which we are living, has elapsed.” 

Tendency at the present time is to 
wait for the long-sought results before 
making any drastic changes. Produc¬ 
tion appears to be improving with three 
squadrons now equipped with Hawker 
Hunters. ; Delivery of Vickers Arm¬ 
y-strongs Valiants has started, w'ith 
.present schedules calling for two a 
month.-V The first production Avco 
• Vulcan,Vwill be rolled out in a few 

- weeks, v • * 

y". In addition, Britain also has adopted 
a version of the USAF Cook-Craigie 
plan, designed to Hose the gap between 
>. prototype and full-scale production. 
The Ministrv of Supplv is using this 
plan in the English Electric P.l project. 
A pre-production order for 21 aircraft 
has been placed. 


Temporary Rents Set 
On Government Tools 


Interim regulations setting rental 
charges for government-owned machine 
tools used bv defense contractors have 
been issued by the Pentagon. 

The instructions will be enforced, ac- 
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